
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to Biology! 

Biology is the study of living things and their processes. Throughout the year, this course provides an 

opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the 

fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will explore biological science as a process, cell structure 

and function, genetics and heredity, evolution and classification, diversity of living organisms and their 

ecological roles, and an introduction to animal structure and function. An end of course test (STAAR) will be 

administered in the spring, which covers objectives from both semesters.  I am very excited that you are in my 

class this year and I look forward to working with each of you and helping you appreciate a subject that I love.  

Course Philosophy and Goals: 
Our mission is to engage ourselves in exciting, powerful learning experiences that will allow us to become active leaders 
in our community, critical thinkers, and life-long learners. In order to achieve this overall goal, we must work together to 
successfully master the following objectives in Biology: 

● All students will develop problem-solving, decision-making, and inquiry skills, reflected by formulating questions 
and hypotheses, planning experiments, conducting experiments, conducting observations, interpreting and 
analyzing data, drawing conclusions, and communicating results. 

● All students will develop an understanding of how people of various cultures have contributed to the advancement 
of science and technology, and how major discoveries and events have advanced science and technology. 

● All students will integrate mathematics as a tool for problem-solving in science, and as a means of expressing 
and/or modeling scientific theories. 

● All students will gain an understanding of the structure, characteristics, and basic needs of organisms and will 
investigate the diversity of life.  This includes developing an understanding of matter, energy, organization in living 
things, diversity, biological evolution, reproduction, and heredity. 

 
Course Guidelines: 

Accomplishing the goals stated above will require all of us to work together to create a positive and productive 
learning environment.  Therefore, when you enter the classroom each day, there are only three things that each of 
us needs to do: 
1.     I will take responsibility for my own learning. 
2.     I will work to the best of my ability at all times. 
3.     I will help to create a respectful, positive, and productive learning environment. 

  
Class Code of Conduct and Expectations: **All school district policies explained in your student handbook will 
be enforced. Zero Tolerance for tardiness will be strictly enforced. ** 

1. Be prompt: Be on time to class and in assigned seat (before tardy bell rings). I dismiss you...NOT the bell.  
2. Be respectful: 

1. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself (No horseplay!) 
2. No talking, while I am talking! Period.  
3. Respect yourself and others (this includes materials) 

3. Be prepared: Come prepared to learn! Have ALL materials with you and ready to go. 
4. Be positive: Have a positive and collaborative attitude 
5. Be productive: 

1. Always behave as a young adult; you are responsible for your OWN learning 
2. Follow ALL classroom and lab procedures 
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Consequences: If you choose not to adhere to the Course Guidelines and Class Code of Conduct, you  
choose the following consequences: 

 1st infraction:  The first time you break a rule, you will typically receive a verbal warning from me. 
 2nd infraction:  The second time you choose to break a rule, you receive an office referral and parent contact 
Depending on the severity of your actions, you can expect parent contact, detention, community service, or expulsion. 
  
Technology Policy*** 
This campus is a bring your own technology campus. Students bring technology to the school at their own risk. In no 
circumstances will the school or teacher be responsible for student equipment. Technology use in class is not permitted 
unless the teacher specifically indicates use is permitted. There will be a red and green sign. Cell phones may only be on 
and only visible to students only when the sign is green. Red sign indicates cell phone must be off (not on vibrate) and 
stored out of sight. No student is EVER allowed to access any social networking site during class times. (i.e. snapchat, 
facebook, instagram, twitter, tumblr, texting, email, phone calls, etc.). Accessing other than the sites assigned by the 
teacher is a distraction to the student, the class, and learning. Cell phones/technology will be used as a reference and 
learning tool during class time only when specifically permitted by teacher. During testing times, a student is NEVER 
allowed to have a cell phone present.  The cell phone must stay in their book bag, in the off position. If a cell phone is 
seen the student will receive a zero for cheating and detention for breaking the rules. 
 *Technology (Electronics) include, but are not limited to, Ipods, Ipads, laptops, gameboys, Apple watches, etc.  
  
 Failure to follow the technology policy will result in the following consequences: 
 1st infraction: you will have a verbal warning by the teacher and you must see the teacher to resign the technology 
user agreement. You may receive a teacher detention. 
 2nd infraction: The student will be given a referral to the front office and forfeits the privilege of using such 
technology in class for the rest of the semester.  
 
Restroom 
     No passes will be issued during the first or last 10 minutes of instruction.  Only one person will be allowed out of the 
room at a time.  You must have a hall pass in order to leave. Upon leaving, you will sign out on the dry erase board before 
leaving the classroom.  If you don’t, you will be considered as skipping class and assigned an “out of designated area” 
(ODA) referral. 
 
Teacher Detention 
      Teacher Detention can be given for several reasons. Some examples include, but not limited to: 

● For breaking any of the classroom rules • Horseplay in lab 
● For being off-task • Insubordination 

 
√ All teacher-detentions will occur on Wednesday after school or Friday morning, unless a different time is discussed.  
√ NO MAKE UP HOURS WILL BE GIVEN FOR TEACHER DETENTIONS! 
√ If you fail to show for a teacher detention, an office referral will be given ☺ 
 
Grading Policy 
      60% Summative (tests, projects, formal labs) 
      40% Formative (classwork/homework, quizzes, informal labs)  
 
E-School codes 
E-school codes can be very confusing to parents on self-serve. Sometimes if a grade is blank they think that you have a 
zero.  If an assignment is blank it is not affecting your child’s average.  Also a code EX means excused and does not 
average. I use this code for students who miss a group lab that cannot be made up.  A zero (permanent) or a Z (make 
–up), which means missing, does average as a zero. That means the due date has passed and this assignment has not 
been turned in.  
 

Academic Guidelines: 
● All of your work must be your own original work, even if you are working in a group – collaborating should not 

involve copying!  Additionally, you must always cite your research and work; failure to use proper citations is 
plagiarism.  Copying, plagiarism, and other forms of cheating will result in a grade of ZERO and will be referred to 
administration. 
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● If you are absent from class for a legitimate reason (illness, fieldtrip, etc.), you will be allowed to make up the work 
missed.  It is YOUR responsibility to get the make-up work in the class “makeup assignments” station. All 
assignments are in order by date and by day. It is cleared every Friday after school. You have until the next day to 
make up an assignment for full credit. Except for projects. See below. 

● If you are absent the day of a quiz or test, you will complete your test the day you come back. I give you notice 
weeks in advance so please plan accordingly. 

● Projects are due the day assigned by teacher. If you know you are to be absent then you must turn in the project 
the day before your absence to get full credit. The project will follow late work policy listed below. 

  
Late work policy 
**Important: There will be certain assignments (review sheets, unit vocabulary, unit 1 pagers & projects) that I will 
not accept late due to time constraints on when grades are due. Also review sheets will not be accepted late 
because I will give out the correct answers the day they are due. This is important so you have the correct 
information to study for your test. 
  
 1st day late is worth 80 points. 
 2nd day late is worth 60 points. 
 3rd day late is worth 40 points. 
 4th day is worth 20 points 
 5th day is worth 0 points. 
  
Attention Parents! Please note that your child has access to important information on my board. They are allowed write 
down the: objectives, and due dates of classwork, homework and test dates. If you want them to write it down they may. 
This will alleviate any questions as to whether or not your child has homework that night.  I keep upcoming events and 
important dates on my board daily. 
  
Laboratory Clause 
 Laboratory contracts are part of a safety order issued in our district.  NO student will be allowed into the laboratory 
or to participate in laboratory activities without a signed and returned safety contract.  They must pass the safety quiz 
before performing any experiments. Many laboratory activities will be used in the instruction of biology.  Without laboratory 
experiences, the student will be limited by understanding of biological concepts and lab techniques.  However, safety is 
our utmost concern.  No student will be allowed to enter the lab with open toed shoes, shorts, flowing hair (must be tied 
up), or without goggles. A grade of a zero will be entered and they will have to make up the lab or will be given an 
alternate assignment. 
 
Exams 
     Absolutely no cell phones or electronic devices during an exam. If I catch you on your cell phone or  
     electronic device during an exam, it is a ZERO!  
     NO RESTROOM during an exam. NO EXCEPTIONS!!! You may only go to the restroom before the  
     exam.  
 
 
Tutoring 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
Appointment 

ONLY 
Appointment 

ONLY 
3:00p.m. - 4:00 

p.m. 
Appointment 

ONLY 
6:45 a.m. - 
7:15 a.m. 

   

 If you need extra help and/or cannot make the designated tutoring times, please see me and we will work  
  something out!  
                     **If you do not understand something, DO NOT wait until the day before a quiz or exam  
                        to get help! Get help AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!!! 
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Materials:  These materials are strictly for student use. 

You will need the following REQUIRED materials for this class: (these materials are needed 
everyday!) 

● Pen or Pencil Everyday (black or blue pen only= no red) 
● 1 Composition book. (you must keep this with you-take it home and bring it to school- on a 

daily basis. This will help you with homework and help you study for quizzes and tests.) 
● Elmer’s glue (1-2  bottles… we will glue everything into our composition book. Buy them now 

while they are cheap-You can leave these in my classroom) 
● 2 plastic folders (both with pockets and brads)- one will be used for your study 

materials/practice folder, one will be used for test data analysis folder. These will be kept in my 
classroom and used when needed. **MAKE SURE THEY HAVE 3 METAL BRADS to hold 
papers) 

You will also need to bring the following (sometime during the 1st week of school): 

● 1 small ream of cardstock (30 or 50 sheet package) – 8.5x11 size- any color (for classroom 
foldables) *you can buy this at Walmart/Michaels for under $5 

 Please buy ONE material based on which class period you attend biology. 

1st: 1 pair of adult size scissors (you can get these at the dollar store by goodwill) 

2nd: 1 package of colored paper (bright colors) 

4th: 1 box of kleenex 

5th: 1 pack of #2 pencils  (20-24 count) 

6th: 1 package of expo markers (any color) 

7th: 1 package of post-it notes 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Concerns/Questions/Problems? 

Do not be surprised if some of the material we cover throughout the year is difficult or confusing; 
Biology is a very exciting and challenging topic!  Please let me know any time you have questions.  If 
you or your parents need to contact me at any time, please call Atascocita High School at 
281-641-7695.  Please leave a voicemail, and I will return your call as soon as possible.  However, 
the best way to reach me is through email. (sbenner@humbleisd.net) 

Office hours: Conference Period -6th period by appointment or after school by appointment.  
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
My syllabus is on my website. Go to https://www.humbleisd.net/ahs , click on staff sites, and then find my name 
(Benner, Stephanie) and click on the Syllabus section. Please go there and look at all the procedures and 
expectations that I have for your child in my Biology class. I am excited to get to know them and help them grow 
in Biology and as a student. Once you have ready my syllabus please sign and return this portion. If you would 
like a paper copy please email me or have your child ask me for a paper copy. If you have any questions 
whatsoever please don’t hesitate to email me. I look forward to working with you and your child this year to have 
a successful year! - Mrs. Benner 
  
  
Student Name: _____________________________ Class Period: 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
  
CONTRACT 
  
After you have read and reviewed all of the information in this packet, please complete the 
contract below and return signed. 
  
TEACHER: 
I agree to create a positive learning environment, to help each student to reach their full potential, and to teach 
each student to the best of my ability. 

 Signature of Teacher: ________________Stephanie Benner________________ 
  
STUDENT: 
I, _________________________________, have read all of the information on the preceding pages of the syllabus. 
I understand all of the rules, policies, and procedures for this class.  I agree to follow these policies, and to 
accept the consequences that will result if I do not follow these rules. My signing below indicates that I have read 
and understand the objectives, classroom management, grading procedures, make up policy and cell phone 
policy outlined in Mrs. Benner’s class syllabus.  It also indicates that I have read and agree to follow all of the 
safety rules set forth in the Student Safety Contract.  I realize that I must obey these rules to ensure my own 
safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and 
fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions 
provided by the instructor.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in 
the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention, and/or 
receiving a failing grade. 
  

Signature of Student: ___________________________________________________________ 
  
  
PARENT/GUARDIAN: 
I ___________________________________, have read the information on the preceding pages with my 
son/daughter.  I understand this information, and I agree to fully support my son/daughter so that they may reach 
their full potential.  I also agree to contact Mrs. Benner if I have any questions or concerns throughout the school 
year. My signing below indicates that I have read and understand the objectives, classroom management, 
grading procedures, make up policy and cell phone policy outlined in Mrs. Benner’s class syllabus.  It also 
indicates that I have read the Student Safety Contract, and am aware of the measures taken to ensure the safety 
of my son/daughter in the science laboratory, and will instruct my son/daughter to uphold his/her agreement to 
follow these rules and procedures in the laboratory. 
  
Signature of Parent/Guardian: ___________________________________________ 
  
 Thank you, and I look forward to a wonderful school year! 
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Student Name: _____________________________    Class Period: 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
Parent Survey: Important Information 
Please fill out the following information so I will have updated information. If anything changes please contact me 
and update it in HAC. I send out a lot of emails throughout the year. Thank you! 
  
PARENT/GUARDIAN: (please print) 
Contact #1: 
Name: ______________________________ relationship to student: __________________ 
  
Phone Number: ____________________________  Cell/ Home/ Work (circle one) 
  
Email address: __________________________________________________________ 
  
Contact #2: (if there is not a second parent/ guardian contact please leave blank) 
Name: ______________________________ relationship to student: __________________ 
  
Phone Number: ____________________________  Cell/ Home/ Work (circle one) 
  
Email address: _____________________________________________________________  
  
Please Help me get to know your child: - you know them best!  
  
1. Are any languages other than English spoken at home? ____________________________ 
  
2. Do you have any special concerns about your child? (academically, socially, medically, etc.) 
  
  
3. Please list 2 goals you would like to set for your child this year. 
  
  
4. What are your child’s strengths? 
  
  
5. What are your child’s weaknesses? 
  
  
6. What motivates your child? 
  
  
7. 5 words that describe your child are: 
          

  
8. Please tell me, in a million words or less, if there is anything else I should know about your 
child. (feel free to attach another page or email me at april.lamb@humbleisd.net)  

6 
 


